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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

CIVIL DIVISION 

LEICESTER BRYCE STOVELL 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

LEBRON R. JAi\t1ES 

Defendant. 

) 

) CIVIL ACTION NO. 13-0002985 

) JUDGE: Thomas A. Motley 

) Next Event: August 23, 2013 

) Initial Scheduling Conference 

AMENDED COMPLAINT 

I. STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

1. Plaintiff Leicester Bryce Stovell, proceeding Pro Se, brings this civil 

action against Defendant LeBron R. James. Plaintiff is a resident of the District of 

Columbia. Defendant is a resident of Florida. Based on knowledge and information 

and belief, Plaintiff Stovell alleges the following: 

2. This action arises out of Defendant's statements through Sports Illustrated 

("SI") that were published and distributed nationally via Sl's April 30, 2012 

edition, less than one year ago as of the filing date of this action. 

3. This Court has jurisdiction herein because Plaintiff is a resident of the 
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District of Columbia. Although a resident of another State, Defendant's action also 

affected Plaintiff here in the District of Columbia. 

In the SI article, Defendant stated that his father had left his mother and 

him when he was a child, leading to a deprived childhood. In pertinent part, 

Defendant LeBron James stated the following: 

"My father wasn't around when I was a kid, and I use to always say, 'Why 
me? Why don't I have a father? Why isn't he around? Why did he leave my 
mother?' But as I got older I looked deeper though, 'I don't know what my 
father was going through, but if he was around all the time, would I be who I 
am today?'" James said. "It made me grow up fast. It helped me be more 
responsible. Maybe I wouldn't be sitting here right now." 

4. Defendant LeBron James's statement was published a few days after the 

Plaintiff herein filed a Notice of Appeal with respect to the United States District 

Court's March 29, 2012 final order (in U.S. D.C. Case No. 10-CV-OI059) 

dismissing Plaintiff's Complaint there, which had been filed with that court on the 

jurisdictional basis of federal diversity jurisdiction of the state law claims there at 

issue .. In that case, Plaintiff alleged that Defendants therein, including LeBron 

James, had, inter alia, defamed Plaintiff herein in making statements to the effect 

that Defendant LeBron James's father had abandoned Defendant LeBron James 

and his mother prior to the initiation of that law suit in 2010. 
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5. Although the Plaintiff herein referred to Defendant's defamatory 
~ . 

statements herein on appeal of that case to the United States Court of Appeals for 

the District of Columbia Circuit (U.S. Court of Appeals Case No. 12-7034), 

Plaintiff had not brought the defamation claims in that suit on the basis of the 

statements complained of herein. Thus, the dismissal of the defamation claims 

in the federal action do not affect this claim, which is for distinct statements of 

Defendant James that occurred after the alleged defamation had occurred that was 

a subject of the federal diversity action. 

6. In the federal diversity action filed in 2010, Plaintiff herein also alleged that 

he likely is the father of Defendant LeBron James. In addition, Plaintiff alleged 

that Defendant LeBron James likely had falsified an August, 2007 DNA test to 

ascertain whether Plaintiff herein and Defendant herein are father and son because 

he, among other things, believes Plaintiff herein is his father. 

7. Plaintiff also referenced a number of factors indicating he is Defendant's 

father, including recalling meeting Defendant's mother, Gloria James, in 

Washington, D.C. in March, 1984, at which time he alleges they had a sexual 

encounter, Defendant LeBron James's significant similarity in appearance with 

Plaintiff, the alliteration in their names, which Plaintiff alleged apparently was 

intended by Defendant's mother as a concealed indication of Plaintiff's paternal 
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status, and the fact that Defendant LeBron James seemingly had made a 

tradition of secretly alluding to Plaintiff as his father by naming his second son 

·'Brvce." Plaintiff's middle name. 
" ' 

8. The federal diversity case received worldwide media attention. Many 

persons who know Plaintiff became aware of the case, as well as others. In 

addition, the reports often noted the similarity in appearance between Plaintiff 

Stovell and Defendant James. Thus, some persons hearing Defendant LeBron 

James's statements in the widely distributed Sports Illustrated article (which was 

touted in extensive pre-publication publicity to the effect that in it Defendant 

LeBron James would "speak about his father") learned of the abandonment charge 

for the first time from the article and associated the abandonment charge with 
'-' 

Plaintiff for the first time. 

9. Moreover, others who understood Plaintiff Leicester Bryce Stovell to be 

Defendant LeBron James's father by other means also were exposed to 

Defendant LeBron James's statement in the April 30, 2012 SI article to the effect 

that his father had left him and his mother alone and destitute when he was a child, 

depriving him of a true childhood (and, presumably, child support as well). In this 

regard, the circumstances of this matter always have suggested that the Jameses 

have been telling selected other persons that Plaintiff is Defendant LeBron James's 

father. Thus, attached at Exhibit 1 is the sworn, notarized Affidavit of 
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Rolando Pharr ("Pharr") a resident of Ohio who knew Defendant LeBron James's 

mother, Gloria James, while Defendant LeBron James was an infant. 

10. Pharr swears under penalty of perjury that Gloria James told him at that 

time that Plaintiff herein is, in faet, Defendant LeBron James's father. Thus, 

persons who assoeiated Plaintiff with being Defendant LeBron James's father from 

reading media reports about the federal diversity action who understood 

Defendant Lebron James to be referring to Plaintiff in the April 30, 2012 SI article 

were joined by persons whom the Jameses had told that Plaintiff Stovell is 

Defendant LeBron James's father, thus leading them to believe that Plaintiff herein 

abandoned Defendant Lebron James and his mother when he was a child. 

11. Defendant LeBron James's published statement is false. Plaintiff did not 

leave Defendant LeBron James or his mother alone and destitute, or otherwise. 

Defendant Gloria James never told Plaintiff that Defendant LeBron James is his 

son. Plaintiff also never otherwise knew of or suspected the relationship until just 

before he contacted Defendant's attorney in 2007. At that time Plaintiff believes 

Defendant LeBron James personally falsified the DNA test they'd agreed 

to take then to ascertain - at least for the Plaintiff herein - whether the father/son 

relationship exists between the two. 

12. The circumstances also indicate that Defendant LeBron James does not 

even believe that his father actually left him and his mother. In this regard, 
~ v 
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Plaintiff has noted the lapse in time between when Defendant LeBron James 

became world famous and when Plaintiff approached Defendant's Counsel in 2007 

as indicating that Defendant knew Plaintiff had no suspicion of paternity prior to 

then, consistent with the fact that Defendant's mother had not told Plaintiff he was 

a father (but, in fact, had misled him). Thus, Defendant's naming of his second 

son as Bryce (Plaintiffs middle name) under these circumstances indicates 

Defendant LeBron James, who reportedly does not want a real (or "biological") 

father, was convinced Plaintiff did not even know he's Defendant LeBron James's 

father, and that he could do so without arousing Plaintiff herein's suspicions. 

13. Defendant LeBron James's statements complained of herein have 

harmed Plaintiff. In this regard, it holds Plaintiff out to ridicule among persons 

positioned to make the connection between Plaintiff and Defendant LeBron 

James's statement, and there appears to be many. Potential clients of Plaintiff in his 

law practice even have referenced Defendant LeBron James's false paternal 

abandonment allegation as a reason for not retaining Plaintiff for certain cases. In 

addition, the statement holds Plaintiff out to public ridicule on its face. 

II. FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 

(Defamation) 

14. Plaintiff restates the allegations of paragraphs I through 13 of the 

Amended Complaint as if fully rewritten herein. 
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