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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

CIVIL DIVISION
LEICESTER BRYCE STOVELL )
Plaintiff, ) CIVIL ACTION NO. 13-0002985
V. ) JUDGE: Thomas A. Motley
LEBRON R. JAMES . ) Next Event: August 23, 2013
Defendant. ) Initial Scheduling Conference
AMENDED COMPLAINT

L STATEMENT OF FACTS.

1. Plaintiff Leicester Bryce Stovell, proceeding Pro Se, brings this civil
action against Defendant LeBron R. James. Plaintiff is a resident of the District of

Columbia. Defendant is a resident of Florida. Based on knowledge and information

and belief, Plaintiff Stovell alleges the following:

2. This action arises out of Defendant’s statements through Sports Illustrated

(““SI”’) that were published and distributed nationally via SI's April 30, 2012

edition, less than one year ago as of the filing date of this action.

3. This Court has jurisdiction herein because Plaintiff is a resident of the
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District of Columbia. Although a resident of another State, Defendant’s action also

affected Plaintiff here in the District of Columbia.

4. Inthe ST article, Defendant stated that his father had left his mother and
him when he was a child, leading to a deprived childhood. In pertinent part,

Defendant LeBron James stated the following:

“My father wasn’t around when I was a kid, and I use to always say, ‘Why
me? Why don’t I have a father? Why isn’t he around? Why did he leave my
mother?’ But as I got older I looked deeper though, ‘I don’t know what my
father was going through, but if he was around all the time, would I be who I
am today?’” James said. “It made me grow up fast. It helped me be more
responsible. Maybe I wouldn’t be sitting here right now.”

4. Defendant LeBron James’s statement was published a few days after the
Plaintiff herein filed a Notice of Appeal with respect to the United States District
Court’s March 29, 2012 final order (in U.S. D.C. Case No. 10-CV-01059)
dismissing Plaintiff’s Complaint there, which had been filed with that court on the
jurisdictional basis of federal diversity jurisdiction of the state law claims there at
issue.. In that case, Plaintiff alleged that Defendants therein, including LeBron
James, had, inter alia, defamed Plaintiff herein in making statements to the effect
that Defendant LeBron James’s father had abandoned Defendant LeBron James

and his mother prior to the initiation of that law suit in 2010.
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5. Although the Plaintiff herein referred to Defendant’s defamatory
statements herein on appeal of that case to the United States Court of Appeals for
the District of Columbia Circuit (U.S. Court of Appeals Case No. 12-7034),
Plaintiff had not brought the defamation claims in that suit on the basis of the
statements complained of herein. Thus, the dismissal of the defamation claims
in the federal action do not affect this claim, which is for distinct statements of
Defendant James that occurred after the alleged defamation had occurred that was

a subject of the federal diversity action.

6. In the federal diversity action filed in 2010, Plaintiff herein also alleged that
he likely is the father of Defendant LeBron James. In addition, Plaintiff alleged
that Defendant LeBron James likely had falsified an August, 2007 DNA test to
ascertain whether Plaintiff herein and Defendant herein are father and son because

he, among other things, believes Plaintiff herein is his father.

7. Plaintiff also referenced a number of factors indicating he is Defendant’s
father, including recalling meeting Defendant’s mother, Gloria James, in
Washington, D.C. in March, 1984, at which time he alleges they had a sexual
encounter, Defendant LeBron James’s significant similarity in appearance with
Plaintiff, the alliteration in their names, which Plaintiff alleged apparently was

intended by Defendant’s mother as a concealed indication of Plaintiff’s paternal
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status, and the fact that Defendant LeBron James seemingly had made a
tradition of secretly alluding to Plaintiff as his father by naming his second son

“Bryce,” Plaintiff’s middle name.

8. The federal diversity case received worldwide media attention. Many
persons who know Plaintiff became aware of the case, as well as others. In
addition, the reports often noted the similarity in appearance between Plaintiff
Stovell and Defendant James. Thus, some persons hearing Defendant LeBron
James’s Statements in the widely distributed Sports Illustrated article (which was
touted in extensive pre-publication publicity to the effect that in it Defendant
LeBron James would “speak about his father”) learned of the abandonment charge
for the first time from the article and associated the abandonment charge with

Plaintiff for the first time.

9. Moreover, others who understood Plaintiff Leicester Bryce Stovell to be
Defendant LeBron James’s father by other means also were exposed to
Defendant LeBron James’s statement in the April 30, 2012 SI article to the effect
that his father had left him and his mother alone and destitute when he was a child,
depriving him of a true childhood (and, presumably, child support as well). In this
regard, the circumstances of this matter always have suggested that the Jameses
have been telling selected other persons that Plaintiff is Defendant LeBron James’s

father. Thus, attached at Exhibit 1 is the sworn, notarized Affidavit of
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Rolando Pharr (“Pharr”) a resident of Ohio who knew Defendant LeBron James’s

mother, Gloria James, while Defendant LeBron James was an infant.

10. Pharr swears under penalty of perjury that Gloria James told him at that
time that Plaintiff herein is, in fact, Defendant LeBron James’s father. Thus,
persons who associated Plaintiff with being Defendant LeBron James’s father from
reading media reports about the federal diversity action who understood
Defendant Lebron James to be referring to Plaintiff in the April 30, 2012 SI article
were joined by persons whom the Jameses had told that Plaintiff Stovell is
Defendant LeBron James’s father, thus leading them to believe that Plaintiff herein

abandoned Defendant Lebron James and his mother when he was a child.

11. Defendant LeBron James’s published statement is false. Plaintiff did not
leave Defendant LeBron James or his mother alone and destitute, or otherwise.
Defendant Gloria James never told Plaintiff that Defendant LeBron James is his
son. Plaintiff also never otherwise knew of or suspected the relationship until just
before he contacted Defendant’s attorney in 2007. At that time Plaintiff believes
Defendant LeBron James personally falsified the DNA test they’d agreed
to take then to ascertain — at least for the Plaintiff herein - whether the father/son

relationship exists between the two.

12. The circumstances also indicate that Defendant LeBron James does not

even believe that his father actually left him and his mother. In this regard,
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Plaintiff has noted the lapse in time between when Defendant LeBron James
became world famous and when Plaintiff approached Defendant’s Counsel in 2007
as indicating that Defendant knew Plaintiff had no suspicion of paternity prior to
then, consistent with the fact that Defendant’s mother had not told Plaintiff he was
a father (but, in fact, had misled him). Thus, Defendant’s naming of his second
son as Bryce (Plaintiff’s middle name) under these circumstances indicates
Defendant LeBron James, who reportedly does not want a real (or “biological”)
father, was convinced Plaintiff did not even know he’s Defendant LeBron James’s

father, and that he could do so without arousing Plaintiff herein’s suspicions.

13. Defendant LeBron James’s statements complained of herein have
harmed Plaintiff. In this regard, it holds Plaintiff out to ridicule among persons
positioned to make the connection between Plaintiff and Defendant LeBron
James’s statement, and there appears to be many. Potential clients of Plaintiff in his
law practice even have referenced Defendant LeBron James’s false paternal
abandonment allegation as a reason for not retaining Plaintiff for certain cases. In

addition, the statement holds Plaintiff out to public ridicule on its face.

II. FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION

(Defamation)

14. Plaintff restates the allegations of paragraphs 1 through 13 of the

Amended Complaint as if fully rewritten herein.
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15. Defendant LeBron James msde untrue statements regarding Plaintiff
through the April 30, 2012 issue of SI to the effect that his father had left him and
his mother alone and destitute when he was a child; that he, in effect, had

abandoned them.

16. These statements were made by Defendant LeBron James to SI to be,
and were, distributed, at least nationally. These statements, thus, were made to

third parties, and without privilege.

17. Defendant LeBron James’s statements appear to have been intentionally

false. His level of fault in making the statements was at least negligent.

18. The statements were actionable as a matter of law and/or gave rise to

special harm to Plaintiff.

II. SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION
(False Light)

19. Plaintiff restates the allegations of paragraphs 1 through 18 of the

Amended Complaint as if fully rewritten herein.

20. Defendant LeBron James falsely portrayed Plaintiff to the public as an
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abandoner of his child, unwilling to share in his support and upbringing. It even
appears that Defendant LeBron James is accusing his father of a crime. Defendant
LeBron James was understood by members of the public to be referring to the

Plaintiff.

21. Defendant LeBron James’s false portrayal of Plaintiff was intentionally

false, or at least negliogently and/or recklessly false.
22. Plaintiff was injured by Defendant’s portrayal of him in a false light.
IV. PRAYER FOR RELIEF
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment as follows:
(a)  As to the First Cause of Action, $500,000 in monetary damages,

(b)  As to the Second Cause of Action, $500,000 in monetary damages,

Together with punitive damages, plus attorney’s fees, interest, costs and such other

relief this Court deems appropriate, as justice may require.

JURY DEMAND
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Plaintiff also hereby demands a trial by jury.

Respectfully submitted,

Dated: May 1, 2013

Léﬁester Bryce Stovell, Esq.

Plaintiff, Pro Se, D.C. Bar No. 488149
631 12" Street, N.E.
Washington, D.C. 20002

Tele: (202) 302-0657; Email: Leicesterl@aol.com

- Certificate of Service

I filed with the Clerk of the Superior Court of the District of Columbia
electronically, by CaseFileExpress, and served upon Defendant LeBron James the
foregoing Amended Complaint by certified US mail, postage prepaid, care of his
Counsel, John A, Burlingame, Esq., Attorney to LeBron James, at Squire, Sanders
& Dempsey LLP, 1200 19" Street N W., Suite 300, Washington, D.C. 20036 this
1* day of May, 2013. T

- i?‘é}icester Bryce Stovell, Esq.
¥

Plaintiff, Pro Se, D.C. Bar No. 488149

631 12" Street, N.E.
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Washington, D.C. 20002

Tele: (202) 302-0657; Email: Leicesterl@aol.com
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[ SWEAR OR AFFIRM TO UNDER PEM ALTY OF PERJURY THAT THE ABOVE
AND FOREGOING REDREDE\”‘"A"’O‘ S ARF TRUE AND CORRECTTOTHE
BEST OF MY RECOLLECTION, KNOW "LEDGE, AND BELIEE.

"f/&‘t‘/ﬂb;l Rode Lo P

Date /| Rolando Pharr

STATE Of OHIO

COUNTY OF CLYAHDGA

[, the undersigned Notary Pubtic, do ‘e;—:‘?:J affirm oe
ap:»ear* beforg me oo 3=72‘/3a _C j; P . and 5:Z02d e 30073
davit as jis free v ‘un "f
}\éta:\v Public BRIAN F. CHAMBERS
NOTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF OHIC
Recorded in Cuyahoga Cognty
My Comm. Expires 04/25/2017
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'SECURITY & POLYGRAPH CONSULTANTS, INC.
25200 Miles Road » Cleveland, Ohio 44146
(216) 831-3447 Fax (2163 360-9918
(80C) 586-3884 (Ohic Oniyy

Orctober 18, 2010

Rolando Pharr RE: Rolando Pharr
’ DOB 1-29-61

Cleveland, Ohio
To whom it may concern:

On Friday, October 15, 2010 at 10:00 A.M. Rolando Pharr was voluntarily present at
our office for a specific issue polygraph examination-interview, regarding specific events that
occurred with Lebron James when he was three months old.

Prior to the examination-interview, Rolando Pharr signed a waiver / release form stating
he was taking the examination-interview voluntarily. This signed form is incorporated in our
case files. The test was administered by Keith Lowry, Certified Examiner.

Mr. Lowry, President of Security and Polygraph Consultants, Inc., is a graduate of Zonn
Institute of Polygraph, Miami, Florida. He received his certification through the American and
Ohio Polygraph Associations and currently maintains membership in both organizations. Mr.
Lowry has a previous law enforcement background and currently conducts examinations for
over thirty local and federal law enforcement agencies.

Mr. Lowry’s extensive experience as a Polygraph Examiner are diverse in nature. He
has done extensive testing for Prosecutors and Police Agencies, Criminal Defense Attorneys,
the Public Defender Office, Alcohol Tobacco & Firearms, Drug Enforcement Agency and the
Ohio Attorney General's Office. Mr Lowry has advanced and specialized training in the
investigation, interviewing, interrogation and testing of pedophiles, sexually violent offenders,
and homicide suspects, to name a few. He also has specialized and advance training in
question formulation, chart interpretation and counter measure recognition. Constantly
continuing his education, Mr. Lowry attends professional seminars at both the state and

national level regularly and has conducted over 20,000 examinations to date.

PRE-TEST INTERVIEW

An extensive pre-test interview was conducted and questions concerning this matter
were discussed. Mr. Pharr stated the purpose for taking a polygraph examination was fo verify
to LeBron James, that a series of events took place, that may have affected the course his life
has taken and will take in the future. Mr. Pharr said, he is not implying that Mr. James has
become what he is due to these events, only that he is simply stating the facts. Please refer to
the attached "Christening Story” for further details.

Proper test questions were formulated at this time.

* Drug Screening *Psychological Testing
= Specific ¢ Pre-employment * Periodic
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Rolando Pharr
Geieber 18, 2010
Pége 4

A polygraph examination was conducted uszng the form‘ lated que
were generated and examined. There were indications of truthfuiness on the pcﬁygram :

fracings.

CONCLU’S ION

it is my professional epinion that Rolando Pharr was fruihfu{throug‘ ut the petygraph
examination-interview . , o e R

Respectfully submitted, :
SE‘CU Y& POLYGRAPH CONSULTANTS ENC

)

Keith H. Towry '
Certified Examiner
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Rolando Pharr
October 18, 2010
Page 3

RELEVANT QUESTION FORMAT

Do you intend to lie to me during this test ?
Answer: No

Regarding this issus do you intend to answer truthfully each gunsi‘ierz zbout that
Answer: Yes

When you were four or five years old did boxmg legend Cassms cl ay (Muhammad Al pick you

up and carry you around ?
Answer: Yes

Were you the Assistant Manager at the Bottom Half clothing store inside Rolling Acres Mall in
Akron, Ohio from late December, 1984 to April or May 1985 ?
Answer: Yes

Did you ever watch LeBron James while Gloria James ran store errands for you ?
Answer: Yes

Did you raise LeBron James in the air " Kunta Kinte " style three separate tirhes and say, " |
christen thee the next Dr. J " each time ?
Answer: Yes

Did the members of Free Afrika toast LeBron, " To the next Dr J" after the second time you

raised himup ?
Answer: Yes

Did Gloria James witness the third time you raised LeBron in ‘fhp air and said, " | christen thee

the nextDr. J"?
Answer: Yes

Did you and Gloria James discuss the " Christening ", LeBron’s s NBA future and who Dr Jwas ?
Answer: Yes :
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] emer the financial arrar Amerttﬂwymade Mr Pbarrbeﬁevesfhe‘
res%wﬁiverﬁyﬁze?actﬂsataﬁnanmai agreementwas“ di —
Mf Phartafsc

 ASsto “Etmg Ultrascribe Moefei No. 8@44’2882 Four channel polygraph was usedina
_rcietecizsﬁa ecepti h hnigue > recording i ol responeas

;‘pressure pufse raté resprraitm and eieﬁtmﬁerma! ;‘"‘
POLYGRAPH ssmmnex

_werg generaieéf and exam;ned There were mdicatmm of tmthfufms :m th;e potygram iracmgs
N co&cwssem

ltis my pmfessfona! opinion that Roiando Pharr was truthful thmughout the polygraph
exammatzen—mtemew

_ SECURITY & POLYGRAPH CONSULTANTS, INC.
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Rolando Pharr
March 9, 2012
Page 3

RELEVANT QUESTION FORMAT

Do you intend to lie to me during this test 7
Answer: No

Regarding this issue do you intend to answer truthfully each question about that ?
Answer: Yes V

Did you tell Gloria James that LeBron James would be an NBA star ?
Answer: Yes

Did you tell Gloria James that LeBron James would be a high flying player like Dr. J ?
Answer: Yes

Did six members from the * Free Afrika “ basketball team participate in LeBron’s “ Dr. J
Christening “?
Answer: Yes

Was it agreed when LeBron became an NBA star, each person who participated in his “ Dr. J
Christening “ would be made a millionaire ?
Answer: Yes

Was the agreement with Gloria James confirmed with a handshake ?
Answer: Yes

[ S0 T e
Bxhibir B
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SECURITY & POLYGRAPH CONSULTANTS, INC.
25200 Miles Road » Cleveland, Ohic 44148

(216) 831-3447 Fax (216) 360-9218
(800) 586-3884 (Ohio Only)

POLYGRAPH WAIVER AND RELEASE

March 6, 2012

DATE:

TIME IN:- ZZ2- 72 pm.

L Rolando Pharr do hereby voluntarily, without duress, coercion,

promise of reward or immunity, agree and stipulate to take a polygraph {truth verification)

examination, having had said technique explained to my satisfaction, | hereby release Polygraph

Consultants____Personal Issue and the examiner administering this examination from all

claims resulting from, or arising out of this examination. | consent to the use of electronic recording
I understand fully that | can terminate this

devices in conjunction with said examination.
examination at any time by so stating. To the best of my knowledge at this time | have no mental

and/or physical condition which would prevent me from taking this examination.

PERSON BEING EXAMINED:__ Kb e Rhuove Rolando  Phaye

WITNESSED BY: [(\ TQM

T 7 ,
(Examin}{)

rd

The examination now being over, | hereby certify that | took the same voluntarily, was well treated
and remained of my own free will, knowing | could leave at any time. | also certify that there were
no threats, promises, or harm done to me during the entire period | have been here, either in
connection with the examination or my again signing this waiver/release form.

Asr P«llwm ROZI%NA() Phace
Y

/

WITNESSED BY: ‘ i/) i .
(éxams’ner)\

PERSON BEING EXAMINED:

- o
TIME OUT: —%*\J/% M.

* Drug Screening * Psychological Testing
« Specific * Pre-Employment « Periodic

Ci\Security&Polygraph\iNew&CorrectedForms \PolywWaivaRel



